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DEPR: 

FIG. 3 in particular shows an introductory screen 69 in which 
the client signs on by giving his or her username 70, group 
password at 72 and user password 74. The client has several 
options he or she can take: searching for shells, templates and 
images, by clicking on button 76 with a mouse; browsing through 
retrieved shells, templates and images, by clicking on button 
78; placing retrieved images in a "shopping cart" for purchase, 
by clicking on button 80; completing the image retrieval 
transaction by clicking on checkout button 82; or going into a 
tutorial by activating button 84. The introductory screen 69 
also includes links to pages on news, help, contacts, 
registration, and the web site index at 86. The "sign up" icon 
88 is also a link, and brings up a new user request page 90 
(FIG. 4) by which certain client data are entered, including 
shipping information of requested images. 
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DEPR: 

It will also be noted that the use of a "shopping rart" 
repository to retain the VLOs 10 representing the goods that 
have been chosen for actual purchase allows the buyer to group 
together items for purchase from the same supplier, and that 
the buyer's system is provided, from the VLOs 10, with all of 
the information, such as shipping and handling charges and 
taxes, to compute the total cost of each transaction. This 
ability thereby allows the buyer to make purchasing decisions 
based on the total cost of the transaction and to make 
adjustments and decisions as necessary. 
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BSPR: 

Using the search methods described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,826,258, 
the user can find the best price for any item available from 
many vendors. The user is able to seamlessly query multiple 
different vendor data to make a decision, simplifying the 
decision process. However, purchasing the items still requires 
that the user interact with multiple web site "chopping rart-s r " 
and fill in the required information multiple times. For 
example, the user must give her name, address, credit card 
number and click the "Buy it" button for each of the vendors 
and deal with their order entry forms. 

DEPR: 

In conclusion the present invention provides for a method of 
automatically filling in forms in conducting transactions with 
multiple vendor sites using a common interface. An advantage of 
the present invention is that there is a single point of user 
profile information for submission. A further advantage of the 
present invention is that it enables the user to buy a 
collection of items by a given date at the minimum cost, 
including tax and shipping charges. A yet further advantage of 
the present invention is that it employs a single point to 
check out instead of multiple points thus saving time and money 
for everyone concerned. 
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